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Dr. John L. Terry, III, The Black Belt Leader, is a 3-time Martial Arts Hall of Fame 
inductee, bestselling author, and global keynote speaker who helps leaders 
achieve peak performance. Blending martial arts mastery with real-world 
leadership, he equips audiences to discover, develop, and deploy their potential 
to lead with clarity, confidence, and purpose. 

Whether speaking to corporate audiences, conferences, or faith-based 
organizations, his message is clear: mastery begins within, and great leaders are 
built, not born. 

 
A Proven Authority on Leadership & Performance 

• 3-Time Martial Arts Hall of Fame Inductee  
• Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient  
• Multiple Bestselling Author & Global Keynote Speaker  
• Recognized as a Top Impact Speaker by Real Leaders  

 

Delivers More Than Motivation—He Delivers Transformation 

• Audiences leave with practical tools, not just inspiration  
• Clear frameworks to improve leadership, communication, and execution  
• Teaches leaders how to perform under pressure and lead through uncertainty  
• Focus on real-world application that drives measurable results  

 

A Unique, Memorable Approach That Stands Out 

• Blends martial arts mastery with modern leadership and business strategy  
• Introduces the concept of Black Belt Excellence—discipline, focus, and mastery  
• Integrates human behavior, emotional intelligence, and performance 

psychology  
• A message that is fresh, different, and highly memorable for audiences  

 

Relevant Across Industries & Audiences 

• Corporate leadership teams & executives  
• Entrepreneurs and business owners  
• Sales organizations and high-performance teams  
• Faith-based organizations and nonprofits  
• Customizes messaging to align with event goals and audience needs  

 

http://www.blackbeltleadership.com/
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Engaging, High-Energy, Story-Driven Delivery 

• Dynamic stage presence that captures and holds attention  
• Powerful storytelling that connects emotionally and intellectually  
• Balances inspiration + education + actionable strategy  
• Known for leaving audiences saying: “That was exactly what we needed.”  

 

Builds Leaders Who Build Winning Cultures 

• Helps organizations discover, develop, and deploy leaders at every level  
• Strengthens team alignment, accountability, and communication  
• Equips leaders to create high-performance, scalable cultures  
• Reinforces that leadership is a discipline—not a position  

 

Core Message That Resonates 

“You were created on purpose, for a purpose. When you master who you are, you elevate 
everything you do.” 
 

Ideal Outcomes for Your Audience 

After experiencing Dr. John, audiences will: 

• Lead with greater clarity, confidence, and purpose  
• Communicate more effectively across teams and organizations  
• Take ownership of their performance and results  
• Develop a mindset of continuous growth and mastery  
• Walk away with immediately applicable strategies  

 

Easy to Work With. Committed to Excellence. 

• Professional, responsive, and bureau-friendly  
• Customizes content to align with event themes and objectives  
• Available for keynotes, workshops, leadership intensives, and breakout sessions  
• Focused on making your event a resounding success  

 

If you want a speaker who inspires, equips, and transforms, Dr. John delivers. 

http://www.blackbeltleadership.com/
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What Others Are Saying About “The Black Belt Leader” 

"I love my good friend, Dr. John Terry - The Black Belt Leader, and I love his book Black Belt 

Leadership 101! You need to grab a copy - available everywhere books are sold. John’s work is 

very practical and will help you take the next step in your leadership. He says that learning to 

develop the same character traits required to become a black belt in martial arts will help you 

become a great leader in life. And he should know - as a 3X Martial Arts Hall of Fame Inductee. 

I want to learn from him, but definitely don’t want to fight him!!"   

 

~ Mark Cole, CEO - Maxwell Leadership Enerprises 

 

"John is not only a black belt in karate, he’s a black belt in life and leadership.  I admire the way 

he prioritizes his life and keeps the main thing the main thing.  We can all learn from John and 

how he’s accomplished this."   

 

~ Jeff Henderson, Author - Know What You're FOR; What To Do Next 

 

"I'm the CEO of a Multi-Billion-dollar company. Over the many years, I have hired a multitude 

of speakers for a variety of events. There are only a couple that stand out. One is John Terry. 

Why would I say this...because my employees and clients (John's audience) actually put into 

practice many of his concepts and to this day still use them. Instead of a motivational speech 

that pumps people up but lasts for only a few hours, John's talk is substance, revealing, stellar, 

and exceptional to say the least."  

 

~ Tyrone Clark, CEO Brokers Choice America 

 

"I've had the privilege of hiring Dr. John Terry twice to facilitate full-day leadership workshops 

for my community, and I am thrilled to have him on the calendar again. His sessions 

consistently receive outstanding feedback, and the high number of returning participants 

speaks volumes about his impact as a facilitator. Dr. John delivers a wealth of practical insights 

in a single setting, with presentations that are dynamic, fast-paced, and engaging. He skillfully 

blends humor with wisdom, keeping the audience energized and fully attentive. I continuously 

recommend Dr. John to others in my industry, and I truly look forward to continuing to learn 

from future engagements.  

 

~ Shannon LaDuke, Assistant Foundation Director, National Park College    
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